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INTRODUCTION

On behalf of the Governors, staff and children of Hasmonean Primary
School, | extend a warm welcome to Hasmonean Primary School. We hope
that your child will have a very happy year and enjoy many achievements
throughout the year. We look forward to an exciting academic year and the
opportunity to help your child learn, grow, reach their potential and share
in their success.

We are proud to be a school that has high standards in teaching and

learning, in both Chol and Kodesh. We celebrate our culture and traditions and take great
pride in our Torah studies. We are a nurturing school that helps and encourages all of our
pupils to achieve their full potential, while developing their social abilities and securing great
friendships.

Information Pack

We hope this information pack will equip you with everything you need to prepare your child
for the new academic year. It includes a comprehensive uniform list, as well as key dates,
academic diaries, early closing times, information about lunches and voluntary contributions,
required equipment and much more.

At the back of the pack, you will find a Home-School Agreement which is designed to keep all
children, parents and staff safe. Do read the policy and send it back to the School Office signed
along with the other forms. The Security Rota for the 2026/27 academic year will be sent to
you in time for our return in September 2026. If, after reading the pack, you have further
gueries, please do not hesitate to get in contact with the School Office on office@hasmonean-
pri.barnet.sch.uk

We look forward to seeing you in September!

st fomsy

Hayley Gross
Head Teacher



OUR VISION

We are an Orthodox Jewish primary school seamlessly combining a proud tradition and distinguished history
with a modern, vibrant outlook.

Guided by the key principle of Torah Im Derech Eretz (translated as Torah and worldly engagement through
its prism), and rooted in the teachings of British values, we aim to inspire our children with a deep love for
both their Jewish heritage and the country in which they live.

We strive to enable every single child to reach his or her full potential and thrive, developing confidence and
self-worth that will help them to become citizens who make contributions to their communities, to our
diverse society and to the wider world.
This is underpinned by our three core values:
e Kindness: We expect pupils to act respectfully towards others and encourage them to appreciate
and value the diversity of backgrounds that make up our multicultural society and behave
respectfully with regards to other people’s feelings, values and beliefs.

e Growth: We work with all pupils so that they progress from their level and are ambitious for
themselves. We strive for academic excellence in both Kodesh and secular studies. We also place a
focus on developing positive physical and mental health to promote resilience.

e Community: Jewish values are core to our ethos. As we build our school community around this, we
also embrace our role within the wider world and encourage our students to think how they can
contribute as active and engaged citizens.

Opening and Closing Times

Our school opens its doors at 8.15am and children are asked to use the main door to enter the school
and walk through to their respective classrooms. The day finishes at 3.30pm Reception; 3.40pm KS1
(Years 1 & 2) and 3.45pm KS2 (Years 3, 4, 5,6)

Our collection procedures from September 2026 are as follows:

Nursery & Reception — collection from outside the classrooms

KS1 (Years 1&2) — children should be collected from outside the reception classroom.
KS2 (Years 3, 4, 5) — children to be collected from courtyard

KS2 (Year 6) — children to be collected from classroom

For security and safety reasons parents should not congregate in the foyer or by the stairs to KS1

SECURITY
In the interests of security, we have been advised by the Community Security Trust (CST) that parents
should participate in a security rota to provide vital assistance to our two full-time security guards.

The Security Rota will be sent to all parents by the time we return in September. For the safety of all the
children, and to ensure the smooth running of the school, it is extremely important that all parents
arrive promptly at 8.15am for their security and marshalling duty. If you are unable to make your
security slot, please let the Security Rota Co-Ordinator (Mrs Pearlman) know as soon as possible, but
at least the day before, so alternative cover can be arranged.
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UNIFORM AND DRESS CODE
School uniform and appearance

Research has shown that pupils who wear school uniform perform better in the classroom and feel
secure. Our uniform shows that we are part of a school community and Hasmonean pupils must wear
their uniform with pride. In addition, the Jewish ethos of our school is central to its existence and is
dependent not only on our teaching of Jewish knowledge but also on the way we behave as Jews within
the school community. The school has agreed upon this dress code and we would be grateful if all our
parents could adhere to it.

Girls’ Winter Uniform

White polo shirt: Even if a long-sleeved polo shirt is worn, the school sweatshirt/cardigan must still
be worn as this is part of the uniform and not an extra. Our Year 5/6 girls must wear long polo shirt
or three quarters length sleeve.

Grey school skirt

Hasmonean cardigan/jumper
School cap —to be kept in school.
Black or grey socks or tights.

Sensible, closed black school shoes. (Trainers are not acceptable)

Girls’ Summer Uniform (may be worn in the Summer Term)

Regulation summer dress available from the PTA for all year groups
Y5 & Y6 girls can wear 3/4 sleeve length white polo shirt/skirt, if preferable to summer dress
White long socks/ white ankle socks.

Sensible, closed black school shoes (open-toe sandals are not permitted)

Boys’ Uniform

White polo shirt.

Grey school trousers (grey school shorts may be worn in the Summer term)
Hasmonean jumper — which must be brought to school and worn

Grey or black socks

School cap — to be kept in school

Hasmonean kippah

Tzitzis

Sensible, closed black school shoes

PE UNIFORM

We require that our pupils change for PE activities. They need an appropriately labelled PE kit as follows:

Reception & KS1 PE kit

T Shirt — House colours (Carmel — blue; Jordan — green; Hermon — yellow; Sharon — red)
Maroon shorts

Black plimsols

Maroon PE bag

Maroon tracksuit bottoms (optional)



Key Stage 2 PE kit

e T shirt House colour
e  Boys—maroon shorts
e  Girls —maroon skirt/skort

Jewellery
e If girls have pierced ears, ONE pair of discreet studs may be worn.
e No other jewellery is permitted to be worn or brought into school.
e Pupils with long hair must tie their hair back.

PARENTS’ DRESS CODE

We ask our families who collect their children to ensure they are suitably dressed
e Women to wear skirts and arms covered.
e Men to ensure heads are covered.

All women should dress appropriately when dropping off and collecting children from school, when on
security duty and at PTA or school events which are not during the school day (e.g. school fete and parents’
evenings). Please ensure that your shoulders and upper arms are covered, and that skirts are of knee length
or longer.

When volunteering during the school day (e.g. school trips or in school) or when attending any
school event (e.g. Kabbalat Shabbat, sports days, outings, assemblies and concerts), women should
please ensure that they wear skirts or dresses of knee length or longer, and that their shoulders and
upper arms are covered.

STARTING TIMES

Mornings
Doors are open for a ‘soft start’ from 8.15am.

Pre-Nursery and Nursery also open at 8.15am as well. We run a series of interventions in the class
for all children and then run specialised interventions for different groups as well.

Children are expected to walk to their own classrooms where there will be an English/Maths
Intervention. Teachers will also be on hand to hear children read and help them settle in their
classes, particularly for the younger year groups.

All children must be in school by 8.40 am when the register is taken.

FINISHING TIMES - AFTERNOONS
Our school day finishes as follows:

Nursery 3.30pm
Reception 3.30pm
KS1 (Years 1-2) 3.40pm
KS2 (Years 3-6) 3.45pm

Number of hours for a typical week: 35 hours.



SHABBOS AND YOM TOV CLOSING TIMES AUTUMN TERM 2026 EYFS/ KS1, KS2

Date ‘ School closes
September 4, 18, 3.10pm/3.15pm
September 11 (Fri) Erev Rosh Hashanah 12pm
September 14 (Mon) Tzom Gedaliah 3.30pm
Friday 18" September 3.10pm/3.15 pm
October 9, 16, 23, 30 Nov. 6, 13, 20, 27 12.55/1pm
December 4, 11, 18 12.25/12.30pm
December 21 (Mon) End of Term 12pm

End of term is Monday 21 December — School closes 12pm
SHABBOS AND YOM TOV CLOSING TIMES SPRING TERM 2027 EYFS/KS1, KS2

Date ‘ School closes
January 8, 15, 22, 29 12.55/1pm
February 5, 12, 26 12.55/1pm
March 5, 12, 19 12.55/1pm
March 22 (Mon) Ta’anis Esther) 3.30pm

March 23 (Tues) Purim 9.30am-11.30am
April 2, 9, 3.10/3.15pm
April 16" (Fri) End of Term 12pm

End of term is Friday 16 April — School closes 12pm
SHABBOS AND YOM TOV CLOSING TIMES SUMMER TERM 2027 KS1, KS2

Date ‘ School closes
May 7, 14, 21, 28 3.10/3.15pm
June 4, 18, 25 3.10/3.15pm
July 2,9, 16, 23 3.10/3.15pm
July 22 (Thurs) Fast of Tamuz 3.30pm
July 26 (Mon) End of Term 12pm

End of term is Monday 26 July — School closes 12pm
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School Lunches

School lunches are provided by Tapuach, which is supervised KLBD. The meals are parev and there is a set
meal each day. For 2026-27 year there is a kosher supplement of £1.50 per day to cover the cost of meals
which are funded at a loss from DFE. Meals for Nursery children are available to purchase at full cost. We
operate an ordering system on Arbor where parents pay for half term at a time. If you do not want these
meals, please see the instructions for packed lunches.

If you are entitled to Free School Meals (FSM) because you are claiming benefits, please speak to the School
Office in confidence and they will help you register for that. You will not be charged the Kosher Supplement
if you are eligible.

The current menu is printed below, it is subject to alteration, and on short winter Fridays a packed lunch is
served.

THE TAPUACH MENU

MONDAY

Vegetarian nuggets, Israeli couscous, Cut veg
Banana

TUESDAY
Pasta, tomato sauce, sweet corn
Red apples

WEDNESDAY
Fish fingers, white rice, green beans or peas
Bananas

THURSDAY
Falafel balls, chips, pitta bread, cucumber, sweet corn
Tangerines

FRIDAY
Vegetarian sausages, mezonas roll, baked beans
Green apples

Packed Lunch:
This must be milky or parev which is fully kosher (Cholov Yisroel). As we are a healthy eating school no crisps,
biscuits, chocolate or sweets are allowed. This food should be in a NAMED lunch box.

Kosher Snacks:
Children may bring in fresh fruit, vegetables or plain crackers for snacks, to eat during first break or
afternoon play.

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL FOOD SENT INTO SCHOOL MUST BE NUT AND SESAME FREE.




Food at School

BIRTHDAYS

We are happy to give out party invitations in book bags so long as there is one for every child in the class. If this is
not the case, we are unable to give party invitations out. Parents may also wish to mark their child’s birthday by
buying a birthday book for the class library. Books are priced from £5. If you would like to purchase a book, please
speak with the PTA, who will arrange this for you.

ILLNESS
If your child is absent, please email office@hasmonean-pri.barnet.sch.uk or call the Office on

020 8202 7704 as we need to record the reason for each pupil absence. This should be in the form of an email to
the Office each day the child is off ill.

Guidelines for school sickness

When your child is unwell, it can be hard deciding whether to keep them off school. From the school’s
perspective, we have a duty to consider the welfare of your child but also of all the other children and staff.
Therefore, we would ask you to follow the NHS guidelines, as we do, when deciding whether your child should
return to school

For example:

e  Chickenpox — if your child has chickenpox, please keep them off school until all the spots have crusted
over. This is usually 5 days after the spots have appeared.

® Coughs & Colds — it is fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or cold but if they have a
fever, keep them off school until the fever goes. Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues
and to wash their hands regularly.

e Vomiting & diarrhea — children with diarrhea or vomiting should stay away from school for 2 days
following their LAST bout of vomiting or diarrhea.

e Covid — please return to school when they’re negative to prevent the spread of the illness.

Late arrivals

If you bring your child into school late, you will need to inform the School Office who will record your child's
late arrival.

Behaviour Systems

We use the following:
> Dojo Points by all teachers in classes. High dojo point’s scorers get postcard home and mention in
Assembly, plus a Bronze, Silver or Gold badge.
> Positive attitude and praise at all times.
» No collective punishments.

A\

Celebration Assembly rewarding positive behaviour from pupils and staff!



CONTACTING THE SCHOOL

e Any queries / concerns regarding your child’s progress should be addressed initially to the class teacher via
email.
e Absences should also be addressed to office@hasmonean-pri.barnet.sch.uk

LINKS WITH PARENTS

. At Hasmonean Primary, we believe that children will learn best when there are close links between parents
and school.

. We send newsletters to parents every Friday

e  We also have a school Whats App Group — details to be given at the beginning of term.

. All letters and reminders are sent by email.

It is important that the school knows where to contact you or your named representatives during the school day,
in case of emergencies. Make sure you inform us of ALL your contact numbers and any changes.

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
We offer a wide range of after school clubs for our pupils and are always trying to improve provision. Please see
attached sheet for after school club timetable.

HASMO HUBSTERS
We are providing after school care from 3.30 pm - 5.15pm. Please see attached sheet for information on booking
this provision which is available from Nursery — Year 6.

WHAT TO BRING

KS1 CHILDREN KS2 CHILDREN

Box of tissues Box of tissues

6 lead pencils 6 lead pencils

3 glue sticks (Pritt) 4 blue ballpoint pens

Coloured pencils 4 whiteboard pens

Optional felt tips 3 glue sticks (Pritt)

Metal pencil sharpener Coloured pencils

30 cm ruler Optional felt tips
Metal pencil sharpener

Enclosures/Letters (see below) 30 cm ruler

e Home School Agreement — please print and sign as this Protractor (Y5/6)

is a new agreement for 25/26
¢ Independent walkers form
e Clubs for Autumn 2025

e Hasmo Hubsters

10


mailto:office@hasmonean-pri.barnet.sch.uk

