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INTRODUCTION

On behalf of the Governors, staff and children of Hasmonean Primary School, | extend a
warm welcome to our parents. We hope that your child will have a very happy time and
enjoy many achievements here at the school. We look forward to an exciting academic year

and the opportunity to help your children learn, grow, reach their potential and share in

their success.

We are proud to be a school that has high standards in teaching and learning, in both Chol and Kodesh. The
children here at Hasmonean celebrate our culture and traditions and take great pride in our Torah studies.
We are a nurturing school that helps and encourages all of our pupils to achieve their full potential while
developing their social abilities and securing great friendships.

Our ethos - “Torah Im Derech Eretz”

. Inspire our children with a love for their Orthodox Jewish Heritage.

. Provide an enjoyable, safe and supportive environment.

. Nurture confidence and self-worth.

. Contribute positively to the wider community.

. Develop the ‘whole’ child.

. Commit to continual improvement.

. Promote close partnerships with parents, governors and the wider community.

. Prepare our pupils for their future as committed Jews.

. Foster a sympathetic understanding of our multicultural society.

. Ensure a healthy, disciplined and caring environment.

. Provide a rich Kodesh curriculum.

. Offer many and varied extra-curricular activities and events.
Information

We hope this information pack will equip you with everything you need to prepare your child for school.
The Security Rota for the 2026/27 academic year will be sent to you in time for our return in September
2026. If, after reading the pack, you have further queries, please do not hesitate to get in contact with the

School Office on office@hasmonean-pri.barnet.sch.uk

We look forward to seeing you in September!
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Opening and Closing Times Nursery and Reception
Our school opens its doors at 8.15am and children with their parents are asked to use the main door to enter and walk
through to the EYFS Unit where a member of the Early Years Team will be on the gate to guide your child/ren to their
classroom.

The Nursery/ Reception Day finishes at 3.30pm and we open our doors at 3.15pm for parents to go to the allocated
pickup point, which is the outside nursery area. Please stand behind the cone and the children will be led out and
dismissed.

SECURITY

In the interests of security, we have been advised by the Community Security Trust (CST) that parents should participate
in a Security Rota to provide vital assistance to our two full-time security guards. This rota will be sent to all parents by
the time we return in September.

For the safety of all the children, and to ensure the smooth running of the school, it is extremely important that all
parents arrive promptly at 8.15am for their security and marshalling duty. If you are unable to make your security slot,
please let the Security Rota Co-Ordinator (Mr Morris Cohen) know as soon as possible, so alternative cover can be
arranged.

SCHOOL UNIFORM and APPEARANCE

Uniform and dress code

Nursery

Girls/Boys - school T-shirt and sweatshirt which must be worn every day
Any bottoms - grey or navy but no leggings for girls please. Skirts — grey
pleated skirt or tunic if preferred.

Reception
Girls’ Winter Uniform
e White polo shirt. Even if a long-sleeved polo shirt is worn, the school sweatshirt/cardigan must still
be worn as this is part of the uniform and not an extra.
Grey school pinafore dress/skirt
Hasmonean cardigan/jumper
School cap —to be kept in school.
Black or grey socks or tights.

Sensible, closed black school shoes.

Girls’ Summer Uniform (may be worn in the Summer Term)
* Regulation summer dress available from the PTA for all year groups.
* White long socks/white ankle socks.
* Sensible, closed black school shoes (open-toe sandals are not permitted)
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Boys’ Uniform

White polo shirt.

Grey school trousers (grey school shorts may be worn in the Summer Term)
Hasmonean jumper — which must be brought to school and worn

Grey or black socks

School cap —to be kept in school

Hasmonean kippah

Tzitzis

Sensible, closed black school shoes

PE UNIFORM
Pupils must change for PE activities. They need an appropriately labelled PE kit as follows:

Reception PE kit

Jewellery

ILLNESS

T Shirt — House colours (Carmel — blue; Jordan — green; Hermon — yellow; Sharon — red)
Maroon shorts

Black trainers

Maroon PE bag

Maroon tracksuit bottoms (optional)

If girls have pierced ears, ONE pair of discreet studs may be worn.
No other jewellery is permitted to be worn or brought into school.
Pupils with long hair must tie their hair back.

If your child is absent, please email office@hasmonean-pri.barnet.sch.uk or call the Office on

020 8202 7704 as we need to record the reason for each pupil absence. This should be in the form of an email to

the Office each day the child is off ill.

Guidelines for school sickness

When your child is unwell, it can be hard deciding whether to keep them off school. From the school’s
perspective, we have a duty to consider the welfare of your child but also the health of all the other children and
staff. Therefore, we would ask you to follow the NHS guidelines, as we do, when deciding whether your child

should return to Reception.

For example:

e  Chickenpox — if your child has chickenpox, please keep them off school until all the spots have crusted over.

This is usually 5 days after the spots have appeared.

e Coughs & Colds - it is fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or cold but if they have a fever,
keep them off school until the fever goes. Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues and to wash

their hands regularly.

e Vomiting & Diarrhoea - children with Diarrhoea or vomiting should stay away from school for 2 days

following their last bout of vomiting or Diarrhoea.
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STARTING TIMES NURSERY

Mornings

The doors open at 8.15am and children should be in school by 8.40am please, so that they are ready to start the
day.

STARTING TIMES RECEPTION

Mornings

The school gate opens at 8.15 am. Children walk to the EYFS unit. Parents are welcome to bring their children to
the classroom for the first few weeks to help settle them in.

From Succos onwards, we shall expect our Reception children to walk in independently and a member of the Early

Years team will be present to assist them. Children must be in the classroom by 8.40 am.

Late arrivals
If you bring your child into school late, you will need to inform the School Office who will record your child's late
arrival.

FINISHING TIMES NURSERY /RECEPTION

Regular Monday to Thursday afternoons:
Both classes finish at 3.30 pm.

SHABBOS AND YOM TOV CLOSING TIMES AUTUMN TERM 2026 Nursery/Reception

Date School closes
September 4, 18 3.10pm
September 11 (Fri) Erev Rosh Hashana 12pm
September 14 (Tzom Gedaliah) 3.30pm
October 9, 16, 23, 30; November 6, 13, 20, 27 12.55pm
December 4, 11, 18 12.25pm

End of term is Monday 21°' December — School closes 12pm



SHABBOS AND YOM TOV CLOSING TIMES SPRING TERM 2027 Nursery/Reception

Date School closes
January 8, 15, 22, 29
12.55pm
February 5,12, 26; March 5,12, 19 12.55pm
March 22 (Mon) Ta’anis Esther 3.30pm
March 23 (Tues) Purim 9.30am —11.30am
April 2,9 3.10pm

End of term is Friday 16™ April- School closes 12pm

SHABBOS AND YOM TOV CLOSING TIMES SUMMER TERM 2027 Nursery/Reception

Date School closes

May 7, 14, 21, 28 3.10pm
June 4, 18, 25 3.10pm
July 2,9, 16,23 3.10pm
July 22 (Thur) Fast of Tamuz 3.30pm

End of term is 26" July — School closes at 12pm



FOOD AT SCHOOL

School Lunches
As part of Infant free school lunches, your Reception child will receive a school lunch provided by a kosher

caterer. The Government does not fund the entire lunch, so we are asking for a supplement of £1.50 per day,
payable each half-term in advance, to cover the shortfall between what the Government provides and the
additional kosher cost of the meal. Please pay in Arbor. Please speak to Mrs Pearlman in confidence if you are
unable to meet this cost.

Nursery parents can buy lunch for their children by ordering and paying each half-term via Arbor. Unfortunately,
there are no subsidies for Nursery children.

If your child has a home packed lunch
Your child should bring a packed milky or parev lunch in a named lunch box which must be kosher (Cholov

Yisroel). All packaged goods, which make up part of your child’s lunch, must have a recognised hechsher on the
packet.

Kosher Snacks: Children may bring in fresh fruit, vegetables or plain crackers for snacks, to eat during first break
or afternoon play.

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL FOOD SENT INTO SCHOOL MUST BE NUT AND SESAME FREE.

We thank you all in advance for your on-going support in respecting these guidelines. Please can we remind all
parents that packed lunches and snacks must adhere to our nut-free policy. This includes food brought onto the
premises at drop-off and pick-up. We have children with severe allergies and these policies are put in place in order
to keep all children at school safe.

We would also like to clarify that this applies to seeds too — therefore, for example, all crackers/rice cakes should
be the plain variety and Nature Valley bars may not be brought in as part of a packed.

Shabbos Party in Nursery

We hold a Shabbos party each Friday morning. Nursery/ Reception shall be running their own Shabbos party. Each
week we choose two children to be Shabbos Imma and Abba and invite the parents of those children to join us.
We ask for a one-off annual payment of £45 per child (£15 per term) to cover the cost of the Shabbos nosh.

BIRTHDAYS
These are celebrated in Nursery and Reception. Please send in some plain biscuits (Jack & Jill or similar and with a
hechsher) for the class.

We are happy to give out party invitations in book bags so long as there is one for every child in the class. If this is
not the case, we are unable to give party invitations out. Parents may also wish to mark their child’s birthday by
buying a birthday book for the class library. Books are priced from £5. If you would like to purchase a book, please
speak with the PTA, who will arrange this for you.



CONTACTING THE SCHOOL

* Any queries/concerns regarding your child’s progress should be addressed initially to the class teacher on
Mrs Brahams jbrahams@hasmonean-pri.barnet.sch.uk

* Absences should be addressed to office@hasmonean-pri.barnet.sch.uk

* For any other queries, please contact office@hasmonean-pri.barnet.sch.uk

LINKS WITH PARENTS
- At Hasmonean Primary, we believe that children will learn best when there are close links between parents
and school.

. We send newsletters to parents.
. All letters and reminders are sent by email.

It is important that the school knows where to contact you or your named representatives during the school day,
in case of emergencies. Make sure you inform us of all your contact numbers and any changes.

THE EYFS CURRICULUM
Early Years is where our children learn the foundation skills to embark on a positive and successful schooling
journey. At Hasmonean Primary School, our Early Years curriculum is designed to provide a broad and balanced
education that meets the needs of all pupils encouraging our children to become inquisitive, independent and
resilient learners. Skills are taught through a combination of adult-led teaching and child initiated learning and we
frequently adapt to the needs of the children and provide them with a wide variety of opportunities and activities
to develop and embed the skills they have been taught supporting them to progress from their individual starting
points and preparing them for the next stage of their education and beyond.

We focus on the 7 areas of learning:

Prime Areas
Communication and Language (CL)
Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) Physical Development (PD)

Specific Areas

Literacy (L)

Mathematics (M)
Understanding the World (UW)
Expressive Art and Design (EAD)

In Nursery, children will have three daily adult-directed sessions and Reception will have five. Children will then be
given the opportunity to access a variety of stimulating, creative and engaging activities. These activities are set
up both inside the classroom and in our outdoor area, encouraging the children to become independent,
enthusiastic and motivated learners. Practitioners in the setting will support the children with their learning in
their chosen activity and ask questions to secure and then move on with their learning. We pose challenges, build
confidence and self-esteem, show children how capable they are and support them to reach their potential.



Hebrew Reading

In Reception, we use a multi-sensory approach to teach the letters and sounds of the Aleph Beis. This means, the
children get to explore the Aleph Beis through singing, modelling with playdough or clay, painting, matching
games, movement like Aleph Beis Yoga, amongst many other activities. As a reading book, we use a modified
version of the Aleph Champ scheme which was introduced last year and has so far produced excellent results. The
children enjoy progressing through the different colour- levels of the scheme. We learn 2 to 3 letters and their
sounds per week and usually finish the whole Aleph Beis by the end of December. We start introducing vowels in
January and aim to finish learning all the vowels by the end of Reception.

The importance of play!

Play helps young children to learn and develop through what they are doing and talking about, which
research has shown to be the means by which young children think. We will plan and provide a range of
activities that will help all children to make progress in each of the 3 prime and 4 specific areas of learning
and development. In some of these activities, children will decide what and how they will play (child-led).
Other activities will be adult directed, helping to challenge and extend the children's skills and thinking
(adult-led).

Key Worker Teachers

Your child will be appointed a specific key worker within the Early Years team and we aim to have at least one
meeting per term when you discuss your child, see their work and tell us about them. This is part of the
beginning of the learning journey we hope to have with your child all the way up to Year 6.

Special Educational Needs & Disability (SEND) offer at Hasmonean

Class teachers have overall responsibility for all the children in their class. We expect all teachers to know and
understand the needs of their children. Class teachers plan and adapt lessons and resources so that all children,
including those with SEND, can access the curriculum.

At Hasmonean Primary, we have a SENCo (Special Educational Needs Coordinator) Mrs S Jaeger, who is
responsible for supporting and meeting the needs of children with SEND in our school. Some children start
Hasmonean and already have identified SEND needs. The school works with parents to ensure their needs are
met.

Other children will start school and their needs may become apparent over time. When children are not making
progress or appear to be struggling in a certain area, class teachers will approach the SENCo and parents to
discuss the issues which are presenting. Strategies, resources and interventions are discussed, put in place, and
reviewed termly.

If your child has SEND, he/she may be placed on the SEND profile so that they can be monitored regularly. In each
class, we create ‘Teams around the child’ where the class teacher, with support from additional adults, ensure
children with SEND have the provision they need.

Some children with SEND will have a Support Plan with targets which are reviewed termly with the class
teacher, parents, and the SEND team. In some situations, the SENCo may need to refer your child to outside
agencies for further support and advice. At Hasmonean we work closely with several professionals. These
include Educational psychologists, Barnet Inclusion Advisory Team, Autism Advisory Team, Speech therapists,
and Occupational therapists
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