
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Autumn 2 2025 
MEDIUM TERM PLAN 

Reception 
What is out there? 

Light and Dark/Space 

Ivrit 
Topic: Who am I? 
Key Skills: Joins in with songs, games and role play. Enjoys using new Ivrit 
vocabulary. Says single words independently. Form 2 word phrases / three 
word sentences. Uses the appropriate form of a verb, adjective and 
pronoun. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocab: 

Literacy: Reading 
Class Reading Book:  The Leaf Thief , Man on the Moon, 

How to Catch a star, Tiny little Rocket, The Darkest dark, 

Little Glow (diwali), We’re Going on a Leaf Hunt  

Key Skills:  
To sequence familiar stories. To join in with repeated 

phrases and actions in stories. To begin to answer 

questions about stories read to them. To enjoy an 

increasing range of books, which may include fiction, non-

fiction, poems and rhyme. To blend CVC words and begin 

to blend ccvc and cvcc words.  

 
Activities: 

Introduce phonics phase 3 following Bug Club, 1:1 

reading, Telling stories from pictures, Joining in with 

known stories. 

Vocab:  
Phonics, phoneme, segment, blend, sound. 
 
 

Physical Development 
Early Learning Goals: 
Gross Motor Skills: 
To run, change direction and stop on a given signal. To jump, 
hop, balance and move in a variety of ways with increasing 
control. 
 
Fine Motor Skills: 
To hold a knife and fork correctly. To begin to use 
anticlockwise movements and retrace vertical lines. To hold 
scissors correctly and cut along a straight or zig zagged line. To 
use a tripod grip when mark making. To write taught letters 
using correct letter formation. 
Activities: 
Mark Making, threading, playdough, pencil grip, letter 
formation, painting, drawing, games, obstacle courses, 
puzzles, weekly PE lesson. 
 

Literacy: Writing 
Key Skills: 
To write their name. 

To segment words for writing. 

To use the correct letter formation of taught letters. 

To write words and labels using taught sounds.  

To begin to write captions using taught sounds 
Activities: 
Letter formation, mark making, playdough letters, letters 
in sand, Message Centre, packing lists, map making, story 
maps, writing learnt sounds independently.    
 

Mathematics 
Key Skills: 

3D shapes 
2D shapes 
Spatial awareness 
One more 
One less 
Number bonds within 5 (part-whole model) 
 

 
 

Communication and Language 
Key skills: Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is 
important. Learn new vocabulary. Engage in story times. Listen carefully 
to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. Use new 
vocabulary through the day. Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-
formed sentences. Connect one idea or action to another using a range 
of connectives. To focus and listen for a short amount of time. 
Activities: Vocabulary building, Imaginative play, Speaking, Show and 
tell, presentations, Role play, Problem solving ideas, circle time. 
 

Understanding the World 
Seasonal Changes – Autumn/ Winter 
Differences and changes over time – weather, animals and plants. Melting 
ice experiments. 
Non-fiction arctic environment and animals. Comparing the Arctic to their 
local environment. 
My Body 
Keeping healthy, healthy eating, what we need to grow. 
Exploring light and dark  
Light & Dark 
Children notice shadows, reflections, day/night, and use of torches. 
They learn about cause and effect (e.g., “When I block the torch, the 
shadow changes”). 
Supports understanding of natural environments and basic science 
concepts like light sources. 
Space 
Exploring distances, movement, and positions (e.g., “behind”, “under”, “far 
away”). 
Encourages curiosity about the world, planets, and night-time. 
How can we see in the dark? Exploring Space. How can we get to Space? 
Introduce the children to NASA and astronauts- Link to Chanukah, exploring 
shadows with torches and different materials, what is beyond the sky? 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Key Skills:  

Recognise and express different emotions. Introduction to Zones of 

Regulation. Focus during short whole class activities. Talk about 

how they are feeling. They will also begin to consider the feelings of 

others. Put on and remove coats independently. Understand the 

need to have rules and be aware of the class and school rules and 

routines. Choose activities of preference. Ask for help when 

needed. Seek support from adults and gain confidence to speak to 

peers and adults. Begin to develop friendships and solve problems 

with support. 

Activities: KAPOW running side by side with Sophie Says, Playing 
cooperatively, Turn taking, Sharing 2 or more player games, Circle 
time discussion, Class rules, hanging up coats, putting snack away, 
daily routines.  

 

Expressive Art and Design 
Key Skills: Role play, Building/Construction play, Creativity, 
Creative area/art table, Use voice to speak and chant with 
actions, Sing with actions 
Activities: Self-portraits with mirrors. 2D shapes and 
looking at artwork of Paul Klee. 2D Shapes in the 
environment/ Patterns using repetition Paintbrushes and 
a variety of mark making and materials. Explore brush 
types, mix colours. Using paint to identify colours, 
exploring a range of painting techniques and choose 
colours for a purpose. Create with a purpose using their 
imaginations as well as drawing on their life experiences. 
Talk about what they are doing and why. Cutting for a 
purpose with increased accuracy. Junk modelling, joining 
materials.  
 


