
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Maths 
- Counting with 1:1 correspondence – 

modelling counting language 
- Know that the last number reached when 

counting a small set of objects tells you 
how many there are in total (‘cardinal 
principle’) 

- Recite numbers to 5 
- Introduction of numicon 
- Matching numicon showing same 

amount, correspondence to 3 
- Grouping objects eg cars, blocks, group 

games involving dice  
- Using the language the same/matching 
- Match colour 
- Mathematical mark making  
- Giving 2 items or noticing 2 objects in the 

environment 
- Describe the height of something: tall, 

short, big, small 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocab: 

Understanding the World 
 

Topic: People and the Past (History)  
- When I was a baby  
- What was I like? 
- What did I do? 
- Pictures of me-things I did in the past.  
- Focus on past being not right now. 
 
Our School (Geography) 
- Know where we go to school. 
- Look at school building 
- Draw different classrooms  
- Know where Nursery is relevant to school 
- Draw a map of school and go on learning 
walks 
- People who help us [teachers] 
 
 
 

Seasons (Science) 
- Autumn and Winter 
- Clothing and weather 
- Understand some important 
processes and changes in the 
natural world around them, 
including the seasons. 
 
My Body (Science) 
- Parts of the body 
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 Communication & Language 
-To focus and listen for a short period of time with the support of 
visuals.  
-Concentrate intently on an activity of their own choosing for a short 
period.  
-To understand longer sentences. 
-Reading all different types of stories, rhymes, fiction and non-fiction.  
-Sing lots of nursery rhymes 
-Understand that they need to stop when they hear the bell 
-To try speaking to an adult although may become frustrated when 
they cannot make themselves understood.   
-To start to say how they feel using simple words and 
actions/gestures.   
-To talk but may just flit from topic to topic.  
-To use speech sounds p, b, m, w but may still be learning to 
pronounce l, r,  w, y, f, th and have difficulty with words like 
‘banana’. 

 
 
 

Physical Development /PE 
 
- Encourage them to meet own care needs such as using toilet 
independently and washing and drying hands (before snack time, 
lunch and after using the toilet). 
Gross motor skills: - To start to run confidently and safely. 
- To kick a ball.  
- To catch a large ball. 
- To pedal a trike. 
- To climb confidently 
Fine motor skills: - To start to turn pages in a book, sometimes 
several at once.  
-Start to show control in holding and using tools like hammers, 
and mark-making tools and other range of tools competently, 
safely and confidently.   
-Starting to use a pincer grip when shown. 
 

Literacy /Phonics 
Writing: 
- Mark making in play, sand and cornflour 
Comprehension:  
- To sit and listen to a story. 
- To explore the pictures in a story and talk about what they see. 
- Recognising own names – self-registration with their own pictures 
Phase 1 Phonics 
- Engage in conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary 

 

 

PSHCE /Personal, Social & Emotional Development 
-Settling into nursery 
-Introduce ‘focus children’ and show and tell 
-Introduce daily “helpers” to set up for snack etc 
-Introduce ‘voting’ for which story they would like to be 
read/which resources should be put out in classroom/what to 
bake etc 
-Introduce rules for the classroom – lining up, listening for the 
bell, sitting on carpet etc, follow some rules and routines with 
adult reminders. 
-Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed.   
-Show confidence in new social situations. 
-Self-registration and “How are you feeling?”  
 
 

Topics 
Autumn 1:  Who am I?  All about me. 
Books Literacy- Harry & the Dinosaurs Start School, 
Alfie at Nursery, Olu’s Teacher, You Choose, This is 
Our House, Me by Emma Dodd. 
 
Autumn 2: What is out there? Space/Light and Dark 
Books Literacy – Whatever Next, Seasons Come & 
Seasons Go, Tree, Leaf Man.  
 
 

Expressive Art & Design  
 
Activities (Knowledge and Skills):  
Round shapes and circles – round shapes in the environment, 
looking at the work of Damien Hirst.  
 
- Mark making tools - pens, pencils, crayons, petals, create their 
own mark making tools.  
 
-Children do self-portraits for display. Follow development each 
term. 
- Cutting Focus - scissors, cutting out for a purpose, control when 
cutting.  
-Art based on dots/circles– bingo stampers, dot stickers, drawing 
dots, round objects for printing.  
- Naming colours, talk about colours and which they like/do not 
like. Link colours to what they know e.g. Grass is green. 
 
Design and Technology  
-Junk Modelling   
-Introduce to a range of cutting, building and joining resources. 
-Teach names of resources. 
-Show children how to use resources appropriately. 
-Talk about what they are going to make and how. 
-Support children to evaluate and talk about the process and 
support to overcome obstacles.  
  
Vocab  
Cut, stick, join, make, build, connect, scissors, glue, box, cellotape, 
create, texture, masking tape, paper clip 


