
Hebrew Reading/Chumash Curriculum Map 

 

Year Skills and Knowledge Learnt Skills Applied 

Nursery A first look at the Hebrew letters and their names Letter recognition 

Reception Use of Aleph Champ based curriculum to teach 
letters and sound.  Children learn vowels and learn 
to blend the vowels with the letters.  Children learn 
to read words of up to three syllables. 
 

Letter recognition, Vowel recognition, blending 
skills. 

Year 1 For Term 1 children continue to learn vowels, 
practice blending and reading complex words.  In 
the third term the children start to learn script. 
 
From Term 2, at a point when the teacher is 
confident in reading basics,  children start to learn 
basic Chumash skills and words.  They begin to learn 
Parshas Bereshis. 
 

Letter recognition, Vowel recognition, blending 
skills, Chumash vocabulary, reading from siddurim 
and chumashim. 

Year 2 Children learn Parshas Lech Lecho.   The focus is on 
basic chumash skills such as navigation at the start 
of year. Further into year children move on to vocab 
and translation to understand events recorded in 
parshah.  They learn basic prefixes and suffixes as 
an aid to learning translation skills along with 
knowledge about the concept of a shoresh. 
 

Hebrew reading skills.  Chumash navigation skills, 
recognition and translation of soroshim, prefixes 
and suffixes. 
 
 



Year 3 Children learn Parshas Toldos   Focus is placed on 
the story line and children are encouraged to give 
their responses to the events in the story.  
Particular attention is paid to ensuring children are 
aware of the relationships between the avos and 
imahos.Children start to build up a vocab list and 
should complete the year having learnt 90 common 
Chumash words.  Grammar focus is on reinforcing 
basic prefixes and suffixes along with further 
grammatical rules. 
 

Chumash navigation skills, recognition and 
translation of soroshim, prefixes and suffixes, 
including retention of those from previous year. 
 

Year 4 Children learn Parshas Vayeshev.  The focus is on 
applying the grammar learnt to translation skills.  
Future and past tense is learnt and plural 
possessives.  In the third term, the children begin to 
learn Rashi script. 
 

Chumash navigation skills, recognition and 
translation of soroshim, prefixes and suffixes, 
including retention of those from previous year. 
Rashi script. 

Year 5 Children learn Parshas Shemos.  The focus is on 
applying the grammar learnt to translation skills.  A 
number of Rashi’s are introduced into the children’s 
chumash learning this year to enhance 
understanding of the events recorded in the parsha.    
 

Chumash navigation skills, recognition and 
translation of soroshim, prefixes and suffixes, 
including retention of those from previous year. 
Using Rashi script to learn excerpts of Rashi’s 
commentary. 

Year 6 The children learn Parshas Shelach Lecho. Great 
emphasis is made on independent translation and 
making explicit all the rules the children have learnt 
from previous years to allow them to succeed.  
Where appropriate, along with Rashi, other 
commentaries are studied to show different 
approaches the events recorded in the Torah. 
 

Chumash navigation skills, recognition and 
translation of soroshim, prefixes and suffixes, 
including retention of those from previous year. 
Using Rashi script to learn excerpts of Rashi’s 
commentary. Awareness of other Torah 
commentators and knowing how they differ from 
Rashi’s comments. 

 


